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embryo inoculation, by hemagglutination, and hemagglutination-
inhibition tests should be done.
Influenza B Virus
Proposed Names.  Tarpeia beta, Myxovirus influenzae B.
Disease Produced. Influenza B.
Hosts Affected. Man. Mice and ferrets can be experimentally
infected.
History and Distribution. In 1940, Francis isolated an influenza
virus which proved to be immunologically distinct from influenza
A. In addition to its occurrence in the United States, it has been
identified in England.
Characteristics of Influenza B. Influenza B is similar in every
respect to influenza A in its properties. It is not as widely dis-
tributed nor is the disease produced as severe. Otherwise, the two
viruses can not be differentiated except on immunological bases.
Influenza B has been incorporated in many of the recent in-
fluenza vaccines.
An influenza virus isolated by Taylor, also by Francis, Quil-
ligan, and Minuse, differs from either A or B types. This virus
has been designated as influenza C. The Sendai strain, isolated in
Japan, is proposed as influenza type D.
Feline Distemper Virus
Proposed Name. Tarpeia fells.
Disease Produced. Feline distemper.
Hosts Affected. Domestic cat. Other members of the cat
family, such as tiger, lion, ocelot, leopard, lynx, puma, are rela-
tively susceptible. Insusceptible hosts include the rabbit, guinea
pig, mouse, rat, dog, ferret, and man.
History and Distribution. The virus of feline distemper was
first described by Hindle and Findlay in 1932. Verge and Christo-
foroni had suggested a virus etiology in 1928 but their results
were not clear-cut. The disease is widespread, occurring in Great
Britain, Europe, South America, and the United States. In addition
to losses in domestic cats, heavy losses have been suffered in zo-
ological gardens in wild animals of the feline family.
Properties of the Virus. The virus of feline distemper will
pass Berkefeld N and Chamberland L3 filters. Storage of the virus
in 50 per cent glycerin will preserve it for 3 weeks.
Critical experiments to compare feline distemper virus and
panleucopenia virus have not been made. Blood studies by Hindle
and Findlay failed to show any characteristic blood changes in
feline distemper, while an outstanding characteristic of panleuco-